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Upcoming Events

July 12, 2001
Regular Meeting 7:00 pm
Holiday Inn
95th and 1-35
Lenexa, KS

Board Meeting
7:00 pm July 19, 2001
Mike “Doc” Blum's home

8217 W 100th Ter.

Overland Park, Ks

(913) 383-2586

August 2, 2001
Regular Meeting 7:00 pm
Holiday Inn
95th and 1-35
Lenexa, KS

Jill
Dave Buttram receiv-
ing his certificate of apprecia
tion for his many years of
work with Ring 129.
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We're Moving...
At least Temporarily
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The meeting place for our July 12, 2001 meeting has been changed due to a
scheduling conflict. This month we will meet at the Holiday Inn at 95th and 1-35 in Lenexa, KS.
Over the past couple of years many people have voiced their concern about a new meeting place.
The board has done extensive research to find a location that will accommodate our needs at an
affordable price. The Board feels that this location offers many things Roeland Park may not be
able to, from a restaurant on the premises, to a longer meeting time (we won’t have to be out by
10:00 p.m.).

Due to lack of time at our last meeting Terry Davis will be doing last months Teach-a
Trick segment focusing on ball magic, so bring your billiard balls, sponge balls, and any other
balls you want to learn how to “magic”.
We look forward to seeing you at our new meeting location Holiday Inn at 95th and 1-35.

X X e % X
X X X X X

Col. Boone Close-up Contest and Banquet

The 2001 version of the Colonel Boone Close Up Magician of the Year contest was a
wonderful evening of magic. The evening began with a buffet style dinner that was attended by
over fifty magicians, guests, family members and judges. After the dinner there was a short break
to allow everyone to gather at The Theatre for Young America which was rearranged a little to
better serve both the performers and the audience.

The contest was started with a few announcements and the MC was introduced. Gene
Turner M.C.’d and explained the he was there to fill in between the acts and that he would only
introduce them by name with no other verbiage to help or hinder.

The performers were, in no particular order, Stu Lewis, Matt Grunwald, Kevin Kerwin,
Harris Deutsch, Larry Warshaw, Larry Poage, Keith Leff and Terry Davis.

Each contestant did a very fine job with their individual style. Being a judge must have
been challenging. Here are the highlights for each performer.

Harris Deutsch, The Nearly Normal, combined music, theatre and love to convey his
magic to the audience and even danced with his new bride.

Larry Warshaw, formally attired, amazed the audience with the relocation of a Master
Padlock and then a fine chop cup routine, using a small beer can as the cup. After a solid routine
with objects doing many unbelievable things we are then to discover that the can that started out
with the bottom cut out was now opened and beer was poured into a glass, very strong.

Kevin Kerwin, in his own style, presented a mixed bag of puns, sight gags and magic.
Kevin's magic with the diaper pins and his patter produced many laughs and a couple of groans.
With reference to Aspen Colorado and a pin up girl, you just had to be there.

Stu Lewis impressed the magicians with difficult sleight of hand and made everyone
laugh with some very funny lines with expert timing. Stu effectively used magic with a strong
story line and a surprise ending that pleased all.

Larry Paogue, the Professor, shared magic of the mind with those assembled. A very

(Continued on page 3)
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Routine flight announcements when we got going...buckle
your seat belts, no cell phones, no palm pilots, exit doors, oxy-
gen masks and of course the seats in their upright and locked
position. | was ready to go. As we got closer to Houston, the
captain came on and said the weather is not good in the area so
we have to circle San Antonio. Okay, no big deal.

It was a big deal, after circling for quite some time; we
were running out of gas. We headed to Dallas to get gas. After
sitting on two runways for one and one-half hours, we were
able to taxi to a gate to fill up. No one was allowed off the
plane; because we were suppose to get airborne shortly. One
and one half hours later we landed in Houston. We were on the
plane for almost seven hours.

We headed for the rental bus. Out of luck again! The
Hertz car rental bus was not running, because Hertz was under
water. Okay, we will take a taxi to the hotel. One hundred and
fifty (150) people were in the taxi line and not a single taxi in
sight. Ugh, what to do?

It is now midnight, we are unable to leave Houston’s
main airport. No hotel space on the airport property. We bedded
down on the floor and chairs at the airport to wait out the night.
When morning finally arrived, we settled in front of some tele-
visions to see what had happened during the night. Devastation
to Houston. Roads closed, the announcement came that the
Houston airport will be closed for the next 24 hours. No flights
inor out of Intercontinental Airport.

Nice story Blum, get to the point. Okay here we go
with a few of my observations.

The flight attendants were fabulous. Despite the delays
and problems on the plane, they were able to smile and keep
their composure. It certainly made the long ordeal before we
got to Houston more bearable. The next day, all airport, car
rental and hotel personnel were still very cordial, helpful and
friendly. Most of them also had to spent the night at the airport .
As| returned to Kansas City, | remembered our last club meet-
ing. It was running close to the 10PM hour and we all had to
leave. Like the airport personnel, our club members pitched in
together to put the chairs back in place. No one got upset, we
left as happy as we came in. Most of our Ring 129 events are
fun get-togethers. It does not take a disaster to get our members
to help each other or pitch in for the good of magic. We have
had members carpool to help another member in need. The re-
cent “roast” at the last club meeting demonstrated how just one

Continued in next column
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN Ring 129 Officers
Presdent: Dr. MikeBlum..............coeiiiiiianna (913) 383-2586
Past Pres Jay GOOWIN. ........ceviiiiiiiiiin e (913) 385-0845
By VicePres Kirk DENEEE .............ovoveooreereo (816) 224-5000
Secretary: AlanGoodheart. ... (913) 648-0331
M I KE B I—U M Treasurer: David Sandy........cceviveeiniiiiiiiee, (816) 233-4177
Sot. At Arms KelthLeff........oooooiiniiiiiiie (913) 631-0133
| thought iit was going to be a rou- Board Member: Matt Gurley.............coveiennne (913) 422-3596
tine airplane flight to Houston. | was goarg Memger god Sp'\;:ma ........................... (gig) ggéj?gg
wrong. | left the office early on that Friday afternoon to make oarg Viember: Danny Manar. o (816)
the Continental Airline flight from Kansas City to Houston. It Newdletter Editor
left one hour late due to the late arrival of the originating flight. Matt Gurley
421 Twist Dr

Bonner Springs, KS 66012
mattgrly @att.net
(913) 422-3596

The Heart of the Ring is published monthly as a service to
members IBM Ring 129. Views and comments do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of Ring 129 officers, the IBM, or the
editor. Articles must be the editors office by the 20th of the
month. Members are encouraged to submit articles and com-
ments for publishing.

Ring 129 Website
http://www.ring129.com

Magician of the Month
Winners

May

Stage
Keith Leff

Close-up
Terry Davis

individual can do so much to help another person and the club.
The Colonel Boone Close-Up Magician of the year contest was
put together because so many people pitched in to make it suc-
cessful. Thanks to everyone. Please continue to extend that
helping hand to members of the club, those interested in magic
and certainly anyone in need.

Ring 129 L ectur es Fees
Unless listed otherwise, are as follows

Non-Members $15
Membersin good standing $12
Sorcerer’s Circle Members $10
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From the Editor

Procrastination-the art of
putting off to the last minute some-
thing that should have been done
yesterday. That's my story and I'm
sticking to it.

Jay Godwin and Chris Bruch still need pictures for the
youth brochure that they are putting together for the club. | was
told these don’'t have to be performance pictures, they can be any
pictures of our youth involved in magic (e.g. practicing, attend-
ing alecture, showing off for another member). | know you'll get
around to it.

Don't forget, by participating in the monthly meetings
you are eligible for the drawing to be held at the Col. Boone
Close-up Contest in June 2002 for free attendance to the Work-
shop Reunion to be held in October 2002. Disclaimer-we cannot
guarantee the availability of registration for this event. If you
register in advance we will reimburse you. This prize has no
cash value and is not transferable. Taxes and hotel fees not in-
cluded.

Also a winner will be chosen in June of 2003 for paid
attendance to the |.B.M. International Convention to be held here
in Kansas City once again the disclaimer-we cannot guarantee
the availability of registration for this event. If you register in
advance we will reimburse you. This prize has no cash value and
is not transferable. Taxes and hotel fees not included.

The Board and Dave Buttram would like to thank eve-
ryone that participated in the roast last month. Dave was touched
and honored to be roasted by his friends in magic.

| should mention that we have a few new members in
the last few months. Isreal Rivera, Jr., Kyle Sheel, Terry Davis,
and Jay Stephen (the last two were former members and had
been away for several years, Welcome Back!).

If you haven't looked at the front page yet, take a look.
We are moving to a new meeting place this month, the Holiday
Inn at 95th and I-35 in Lenexa. They promise to be very accom-
modating to us, and hope we make this a permanent move.

Stu Lewis is trying to put together a “Ring Parade” for
the “Linking Ring” magazine. If you have a submission please
get with Stu at the next meeting. The only stipulation is that the
effect or routine must be original or an improved handling of an
existing effect.

“The Healing of Magic”- Danny Mahar and Tim Zager
both have interest from hospitals, now they need magicians to
volunteer some time to help out. If you are interested please see
Danny or Tim at the club meeting.

Hope | didn’t leave out anything, but if | did I'll tell
you next month. Thanks for listening

Matt Gurley
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Ring 129's chapter of the
Magic Youth International

meets 9:00 am. the third Saturday of the month at
Magic Supply Company
632 W Walnut
Blue Springs, MO 64015

Meetings are open to all youth
between the ages of 12 and 18.

Our youth program has produced
top talent such as:
Paul Arthur, Daniel Doss, Chris Bruch,
Matthew Grunwald, and Chris Gates

For More information please contact
Kirk Deweese at (816)224-5000

Col Boone Close-up Contest

(Continued from page 1)

baffling variation of divining who placed what piece of paper in
several envelopes by members of the audience that the Profes-
sor correctly matched with no other tool, other than his skills of
some power known only to afew.

Matt Grunwald shared his set that was very origina
and entertaining. Matt’s performance has garnered raves from
both the MAGIC CASTLE and THE COLUMBUS MAGI-
FEST and now RING 129. Just so much going on at a pace that
never lets you think about how it’'s done.

Keith Leff, looking good in atux, entertained the audi-
ence with magic that flowed nicely, no doubt from being busy
performing professionally on a regular basis and keeping his
moves sharp. Very magical and entertaining.

Terry Davis, who was very active about fifteen years
ago has rejoined our group and if we had forgotten, Terry
showed us that he still has that touch. Very nice, fast paced and
magical.

This is just a brief description of the evening and
maybe if you ask each contestant they will give a better de-
scription of their effects.

Gene Turner performed between each act and kept the
evening moving. While the judges did their duties Gene
played the guitar and those who didn’t know found out that
Gene is multi-talented and an accomplished musician. The
judges returned with the results and those gathered found out
that Harris Deutsch was second runner-up, Terry Davis was
first runner-up, and the winner was Matt Grunwald. A difficult
decision to make, the audience made known their approval with
arousing round of applause that was well deserved.

Just a few notes of thanks to the following: Gene
Turner who handled a duty that added much to the evening, the
judges who had a tough job to do and all of those behind the
scenes who made the evening complete, all deserve a pat on the
back for an event well done.




Ring 129 Newsletter Editor
421 Twist Dr
Bonner Springs, KS 66012

Close-up Winner
Terry Davis

Terry’'s interest in
magic began with his dad
vanishing a quarter (he said
that he later found out his
dad was putting it down his
collar).

When asked about
magical influences he an-
swered that when he was
younger it was magic on tele-
vision that inspired him-from Mark Wilson to Harry Black-
stone Jr. He also says that the biggest influence on his
magic was our very own Col. Boone.

When asked what he would perform for the
president he replied, “The Linking Rings”.

Terry says that if he could be a tree he would be
an elm because of the sap.

Terry is a member of 1.B.M ring 8 in Columbia,
MO and also Ring 129 in Kansas City

Stage Winner
Keith Leff

Keith was the winner of
the Col. Boone Close-up Contest
in 2000. He says his first magical
moment was when he saw his
next door neighbor put out a lit
cigarette in his bare hand.

He prefers close-up
h " magic because “Seeing spectator's

llulil mlﬁ il "lﬁ reactions up close, where the
A VIR, ey l lll&‘ll | '\‘ magic happens literally right un-
"'11'-] "I e IIM:I" dergtheirpr?oses, and %ang times
right in their own hand, is priceless!”

If given the chance to perform for the president Keith
said he would perform the “copper/silver transposition of two
coins in his hand.” He also added, “I would do this effect simply
because I feel it is one of the strongest effects there is. It's one of
those things that happens visually in their hand and is therefore
the closest thing to "real" magic there is.”

Given the chance he said he'd like to perform at the
next Presidential Inauguration. “(Did you catch that David?!)”




